	
	
	



UCC – Uniform Civil Code 
Ladies and gentlemen, picture this: In the recent past, the Uniform Civil Code has exploded into public discourse like never before. Why? Because the Parliament has just rolled out the UCC Act 2024 as a bold stroke to have unified laws governing personal matters for every Indian citizen, no matter your religion. We're talking about marriages, inheritance, adoptions, divorce, succession—all under a single, equal framework. Which is rooted in Article 44 of our Constitution, tucked away in Part IV's Directive Principles of State Policy, the UCC challenges India's patchwork of personal laws. Hindu, Muslims, Christians and others have their own personal laws. No wonder that mandating UCC has sparked firestorms! Supporters call it a giant leap toward national integration, women's welfare, and true equality under Article 14. Critics, they call it an assault on religious freedoms protected by Articles 25 to 28, eroding the cherished diversity, customs, and traditions. Moreover, The Act even requires live-in partners to register their relationships invading privacy, say detractors. But proponents fire back, call it as a shield Stronger legal rights for women and children in live-in relations. So, we stand at the crossroads. What is the real vision behind UCC? What’s the outcome when it's fully implemented? In a vibrant, diverse India, will it deliver legal uniformity and gender justice or threaten minority rights and cultural fabrics? How the religious groups and conservatives reacting? So,buckle up; let's dive in.

Historically — personal laws were religion-based, patriarchal and regionally diverse, creating a fragmented and unequal legal landscape. Since a very long time India follows personal laws for Hindu, Muslim, Christians, Parsis etc – governs matters like marriage, divorce, inheritance, succession and adoption. We can trace their origin from their religious texts (e.g. Manu Smrti for Hindus, Sharia for Muslims). During Pre-Independence era — British crown has come up with many laws in India e.g. IPC, CRPC etc but personal laws remain untouched to avoid any unrest. Goa was the only state where UCC is implemented because it came under Portuguese control. Even at the Post-Independence period when the constitution is being prepared, leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar advocates for UCC but still inserted it in part of Directive principle of state policy DPSP in Article 44, it was still not came into immediate effect because of social unrest and pressure from conservative groups.
Even the debate for Uniform Civil Code was there for a very long time, but it first came into light with the landmark case of the Mohd. Ahmed Khan v. Shah Bano Begum, 1985 AIR 945, where the Supreme Court upheld the rights of Muslim women to seek maintenance, which later led to the enactment of the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986. Since then, the UCC has been evolving by being part of various judgments and serving as a reference.
The Law Commission of India, since 2016, gathering public opinion and consulting various groups. In a consultation paper, the 21st Law Commission, held that the “formulation of a Uniform Civil Code is neither necessary nor desirable at this stage”. However, the 22nd Law Commission of India has again solicited views and ideas from the public at large and recognized religious organizations regarding the Uniform Civil Code. The momentum has increased, and Uttarakhand became the first Indian state to officially implement the UCC on January 27, 2025. It now governs all religious groups equally under a uniform law in matters of marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, etc. The central government have shown interest in formulating the law nationwide, and the 22nd Law Commission of India is already working on it.
Advocates proclaim that its implantation upholds the values of article 14 as well as provide a legal uniformity to settle private affairs more efficiently in the court of law. It promotes gender justice as various religious laws are patriarchal in nature, especially in Muslim law e.g. the concept of Triple Talaq which is recently been removed by Honorable Supreme Court, also in the Shah Bano case court observed the need of UCC. Also, separating law from religion promotes the concept of secularism which is enshrined in preamble of the Constitution. Simplifying the personal laws would make the system efficient and compatible with the evolving society and align with global democracies; it also fulfills the idea of Article 44 of DPSP. We have example of GOA where UCC is a great success (law commission report), Supreme Court Observation in John Vallamattom v. Union of India (2003) praised Goa’s civil code and expressed hope similar laws for the entire country. At the global stage, developed countries like USA, France etc. follows the concept of UCC. These examples demonstrate that UCC can effectively uphold equality, ensure legal uniformity, and strengthen secular values.
Critics says that despite its promise of equality and legal uniformity, the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) concept is not without its detractors. Many concerns raised that go beyond simple opposition to change, particularly those from academic circles and minorities. Fears of cultural deterioration, inadequate representation during the drafting process, and the possibility of being abused as a tool for majoritarianism are the main causes of their objections. Another key concern, is that UCC mandate the private live-in-partners to registered and acknowledged by the state, this disclosure of couple's private relation results in breach of privacy — upheld in Puttaswamy judgment by the Supreme Court, it can also make them face societal judgment, harassment etc. Lack of consensus among people and not having a clear path for a smooth transition making the UCC more challenging to implement in a big democracy like India. India’s strength lies in its diverse culture, different practices and legal pluralism, not in legal uniformity per se.
The Uniform Civil Code– in my opinion, is a step in the right direction towards maintaining equality, particularly for women who frequently experience discrimination under personal laws based on religion. The concept has the potential to close many of the gaps left by antiquated and unfair personal laws. However, I think that such a reform needs to be handled with tact and inclusivity. The reform should not be at the cost of cultural erosion and social unrest; it should be done with proper discussion and consensus of all. India's cultural and religious diversity is its greatest asset, and any attempt to enforce homogeneity without sufficient communication may spark resistance and mistrust. UCC represents a crucial constitutional goal—one that aspires to bring about legal equality. A meaningful reform can’t be built through direct compulsion or political majoritarianism, but through consensus, dialogue, sensitivity, and a genuine effort to protect the rights of the minorities. If implemented with care, the UCC can become a unifying legal framework that upholds individual dignity while respecting the rich cultural fabric of our nation. True reform lies not just in changing law, but in building trust—and that is the path India must take.
	
	
	



